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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence. Then
mark the answer on your answer sheet.

His words should be understood in ........ccccuevennee in order to be correctly interpreted.
1) direction 2) context 3) expert 4) interest

She told her friends about her intention to go abroad, changing her first decision to keep it
1) secret 2) familiar 3) final 4) positive

She has ciivssinssnmiis in her library the complete works of many Persian poets such as
Hafez, Mowlana, Sa’di, Nezami and Ferdowsi.

1) defended 2) arrived 3) collected 4) caused

A defining ......oceeeninnnnen of online art is that it can be seen anywhere by anyone with
an Internet-connected computer.

1) characteristic 2) inspiration 3) spectator 4) artifact

For decades, the hygiene hypothesis has posited that the germs we are exposed to in
early childhood can .........ccocvvnnen us from developing allergies.

1) desist 2) prescribe 3) cease 4) prevent

I was in need of money and not at all ...............ee about experiments, so I concurred
and received the new medicine at the local hospital.

1) affluent 2) plausible 3) respective 4) apprehensive
Some people suffer from a chronic case of rabid chauvinism; they brandish the banners
and shields of their own tribe and .................... those of the others.

1) exculpate 2) excoriate 3) extrapolate 4) expatiate

PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best

fits each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Cognitive psychology focuses on how people perceive, store, and interpret information,
................... (8) processes like perception, reasoning, and problem solving.
................... (9) behaviorists, cognitive psychologists believe it is necessary to look at
internal mental processes in order to understand behavior. Cognitive psychology has been

extremely influential, and much contemporary research ................... (10)

1) that studies 2) studies 3) studying 4) and study
1) Unlike 2) Although 3) However 4) Even

1) is cognitive with nature 2) being in cognitive nature

3) is cognitive in nature 4) being naturally cognitive
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PART C: Reading Comprehension

PASSAGE I:

Surah is a chapter in the sacred scripture of Islam, the Quran. Each of the 114 surahs,
which vary in length from several pages to several words, encompasses one or more
revelations received by Muhammad (PBUH) from Allah (God). Traditional Muslim
classification qualifies each surah as either Makkivyah (“of Mecca™) or Madaniyyah
(“of Medina™). According to some Muslim scholars, these labels indicate whether the
surah was revealed to Muhammad (PBUH) while he was preaching in one or the other
of those cities. In some cases, an intermixture of verses is similarly designated;
modern critical scholarship, however, does not accept the validity of these divisions.

Except for the first surah, the fatihah (Arabic, “opening”), which is a brief seven-
verse surah, the surahs are arranged in descending order of length and are numbered
serially. They are further identified by a name, usually derived from an unusual image
appearing in the text but not necessarily indicative of the general content. About
one-fourth of the surahs are also preceded by the fawatih; these are detached letters,
the function and meaning of which remain undetermined.

The underlined word “sacred” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ..........ccoovvevee .
1) holy 2) original 3) comprehensive  4) written

The underlined word “which” in paragraph 2 refers to .....c.cccovevvnen g

1) letters 2) meaning 3) function 4) surahs

Which of the following is mentioned in paragraph 1?

1) The number of verses in the shortest and the longest surahs of the Quran

2) Some of the specific topics addressed in the different surahs of the Quran

3) The number of the surahs in the Quran that are believed to be Madaniyyah

4) An explanation about why the surahs are called Makkiyyah or Madaniyyah

All of the following words are mentioned in the passage EXCEPT .......ccoccvviieaes .

1) fawatih 2) fatihah 3) interpretation 4) scholarship

According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?

1) About 40 surahs in the Quran begin with verses of which the meaning is unknown.

2) The surahs are revealed to Muhammad (PBUH) in the order they are now set in the
Quran.

3) Generally. each surah in the Quran does not contain more than one revelation.

4) The title and the general content of each surah of the Quran do not necessarily
correspond.
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PASSAGE 2:

The majority Muslim view locating the origins of many hadiths in the time of
Muhammad (PBUH) himself does not prevent scholarly debates about the utility of the
hadith corpus as a source for verifiable knowledge and actionable precedent. For
instance, some early proponents of the Mutazili theological school opposed using a
type of hadith known as khabar al-wahid. They considered these reports, which were
narrated by single transmitters in the generations after Muhammad (PBUH), less
reliable than reports which were known to two or more transmitters in every
generation. Those who favored the use of khabar al-wahid as legal proofs focused
more on whether the transmitters in the isnad were reliable rather than on the number
of transmitters. Such discussions are well attested in the early period of Islam and
continue into the modern era.

Irrespective of disagreements about the authenticity or legal value of an individual
hadith, the system of verification through isnads spread beyond hadith transmission to
other fields of learning and literary production. Compilations in the areas of history
and literature and even in the sciences such as astronomy or medicine featured isnads
that confirmed the pedigree and reliability of their contents.

The underlined word “verifiable” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to .........cccevvvunn :

1) absolute 2) metaphysical 3) provable 4) theoretical

According to paragraph 1, which of the following is true about khabar al-wahid?

1) Some scholars acknowledged its authenticity regardless of the quality of the
transmitter in question.

2) Those following the Mutazili theological school were particularly famous for their
belief in this type of hadith.

3) Supporters of its usage as a legal proof said the number of transmitters was not the
main consideration.

4) Scholars who consider it citable in legal matters reject what has come to be known
as isnad in religious context.

Which of the following best describes the function of paragraph 2?

1) It rejects a point discussed in the previous paragraph by giving some examples.

2) It further explains about a point mentioned earlier, emphasizing its broad usage.

3) It proves the significance of a point discussed earlier by offering several definitions.

4) It refers to a new topic that traces the origin of a point mentioned earlier.

Which of the following techniques is used in the passage?

1) Personal anecdote 2) Statistics

3) Exemplification 4) Appeal to authority

The passage provides sufficient information to answer which of the following questions?

I. In which region was prophet Muhammad (PBUH) born?

IL. In which century was the Mutazili school established?

II1. What is a science in which the concept of isnad is used?

1) Only II 2) Only III 3)land II 4) 1 and I1I
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PASSAGE 3:

The musnad collections generally reflected two key developments in hadith literature.
First, the vast numbers of earlier collections of hadith in the first two centuries of Islam
were in one way or another absorbed into these bigger musnad compilations. Second,
inconsistencies in wording, multiple asaneed, increase in the number of transmitters,
variant recordings, forgery (wad’) and known weakness of hadith transmitters in respect
of their retentive power (al-dabt) and uprightness (‘adalah) were becoming more
apparent, and for this reason, much greater and systematic attention to the isnad was
given. These critical remarks helped scholars “make cross-references to detect fault and
falsehood.”

In the following period, from the latter part of the third century, the Sahih of
al-Bukhari (d. 256 AH) and the Sahih of Muslim (d. 261 AH). Jami’ of al-Tirmidhi (d.
279 AH) and sunan compilations of Ibn Majad (d. 273 AH), Abu Dawud al-Sijistani
(d. 275 AH) and al-Nasa’i (d. 303 AH) came into existence. These collections
signified the final stage of documenting the sunnah, and later became generally known
as the Sihah sitta. They were so called because they were six canonical hadith
collections that had characteristic features of their own.

Among these, the collections of al-Bukhari and Muslim represented the epitome of
methodological rigor and the most stringent tests for grading a hadith as sahih. Whilst
there is no absolute consensus, al-Bukhari is generally recognized as having used the
most stringent conditions. These were: 1) the report had to be muttasil (continuous)
with no link missing in the isnad; 2) every narrator in the isnad must be adil (honest
and true and observe basic tenets of Islam—as robustly defined by
al-Bukhari himself); 3) every narrator must be known to be dhabit, whose retentive
power is not in any doubt; 4) the hadith should not have any rareness (shadh/shuduh);
and 5) the experts of hadith should not be able to find any hidden defects of any kind.

Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a cause for a more systematic attention to
the isnad in paragraph 1?

1) Variations in the way a hadith was formulated

2) A stronger skepticism about transmitters’ integrity

3) Increased evidence of transmitters’ memory lapse

4) The approximation of the different sects of Islam

According to paragraph 2, which of the following best describes the writer’s opinion
about the status of Sihah sitta in Islamic hadith tradition?

1) Negligible 2) Prominent

3) Ambivalent 4) Controversial

What does paragraph 3 mainly discuss?

1) The features marking the difference between two Islamic views on hadiths

2) The criteria proposed in a book that is part of a collection known as Sihah sitta

3) The conditions set forth by the collection Sihah sitta for a hadith to be authentic

4) The similarities between the principles in the collections of Ibn Majad and Muslim
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24- According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?
1) Practically, it has been revealed that scholars have next to no criteria to assess
hadiths and clarify their origins.
2) The compilers of many of the hadiths in the collection known as Sihah sitta lived
and died in the second century AH.
3) Some hold that the transmitters of hadiths should partake of certain characteristics
in order to be considered trustworthy.
4) According to a certain source, the report of a hadith should be muttasil; that is.
every narrator should be strong in terms of memory.
25-  Which of the following best describes the overall tone of the passage?
1) Ironic 2) Objective 3) Passionate 4) Humorous
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