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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence. Then
mark the answer on your answer sheet.

His words should be understood in ........ccccuevennee in order to be correctly interpreted.
1) direction 2) context 3) expert 4) interest

She told her friends about her intention to go abroad, changing her first decision to keep it
1) secret 2) familiar 3) final 4) positive

She has ciivssinssnmiis in her library the complete works of many Persian poets such as
Hafez, Mowlana, Sa’di, Nezami and Ferdowsi.

1) defended 2) arrived 3) collected 4) caused

A defining ......oceeeninnnnen of online art is that it can be seen anywhere by anyone with
an Internet-connected computer.

1) characteristic 2) inspiration 3) spectator 4) artifact

For decades, the hygiene hypothesis has posited that the germs we are exposed to in
early childhood can .........ccocvvnnen us from developing allergies.

1) desist 2) prescribe 3) cease 4) prevent

I was in need of money and not at all ...............ee about experiments, so I concurred
and received the new medicine at the local hospital.

1) affluent 2) plausible 3) respective 4) apprehensive
Some people suffer from a chronic case of rabid chauvinism; they brandish the banners
and shields of their own tribe and .................... those of the others.

1) exculpate 2) excoriate 3) extrapolate 4) expatiate

PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best

fits each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Cognitive psychology focuses on how people perceive, store, and interpret information,
................... (8) processes like perception, reasoning, and problem solving.
................... (9) behaviorists, cognitive psychologists believe it is necessary to look at
internal mental processes in order to understand behavior. Cognitive psychology has been

extremely influential, and much contemporary research ................... (10)

1) that studies 2) studies 3) studying 4) and study
1) Unlike 2) Although 3) However 4) Even

1) is cognitive with nature 2) being in cognitive nature

3) is cognitive in nature 4) being naturally cognitive
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PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing

the best choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

Born in November 1688 into a humble pastoral family, then at its winter camp in
Darra Gaz in the mountains north of Mashad, Nader Shah belonged to a group of the
Qirglu branch of the Af$ar Turkmen. Beginning in the 16th century, the Safavids had
settled groups of AfSars in northern Khorasan to defend Mashad against Uzbek
incursions. Nader rose from obscurity to control an empire that briefly stretched across
Iran, northern India, and parts of Central Asia. He developed a reputation as a skilled
military commander and succeeded in battle against numerous opponents, including
the Ottomans and the Mughals. During Nader’s campaign in India, and several years
after he had replaced the last Safavid ruler on the Persian throne, the elimination of
much of the Safavid family effectively ended any real possibility of a Safavid
restoration. The decade of Nader’s own tumultuous reign was marked by conflict,
chaos, and oppressive rule. Nader’s troops assassinated him in 1747, after he had come
to be regarded as a cruel and impulsive tyrant. His empire quickly collapsed, and the
resulting fragmentation of Iran into several separate domains lasted until the rise of the
Qajars decades later.

The underlined word “restoration” in the passage is closest in meaning to ...........cccceevee .

1) return 2) division

3) deletion 4) war

All of the following places are mentioned in the passage EXCEPT .......cccceuvienann ?
1) Iran 2) northern India

3) Turkey 4) Mashad

According to the passage, which of the following best describes Nader’s origin?

1) His birthplace is unknown. 2) He was from a royal family.

3) His month of birth is unknown. 4) He was from a Turkmen family.
According to the passage, how did Nader die?

1) The Qajars assassinated him. 2) He was killed by his own soldiers.
3) He collapsed and fell off his horse. 4) The last Safavid ruler eliminated him.

According to the passage, all of the following are true about Nader or his period of rule
as the Shah EXCEPT that ........ccccvvuvnen

1) he was regarded as a cruel and unpredlctable dictator

2) he defeated several enemies, including the Ottomans and the Mughals

3) he was a fair king and brought a decade of peace and order for his people

4) for a short time, his empire included Iran, northern India, and parts of Central Asia
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PASSAGE 2:

The heritage of the Sasanian period includes two widely divergent storylines about
Alexander, both of which were presumably transmitted by Zoroastrians and can
therefore be labelled “Zoroastrian.”

One of these, which portrays Alexander in a positive light is continued in the later
Persian Alexander Romances (known as ESKANDAR-NAMA). This attitude toward
Alexander has come down to us in the Persian tradition through oral and literary texts
descending from the Greek Pseudo-Callisthenes tale. In the versions descended from
the Greek, Alexander is usually portrayed positively as a world hero and sometimes a
sage. Although this tradition appears to be of non-Iranian origin, it had clearly become
fully integrated into the storytelling tradition of the Sasanian Zoroastrians.

It may be typical of the still predominantly oral character of Sasanian culture that
different and indeed contradictory traditions continued to be transmitted on the same
subject. The second storyline on Alexander, describing him as the “accursed”
(gizistag) wrecker of the Zoroastrian tradition, figures prominently in works reflecting
the views of the Sasanian court and priesthood. It is found both in religious literature
and in semi-secular sources likely to have been inspired by court circles. In the few
mentions that we have of Alexander in the Pahlavi texts, he is characterized
as gujastak, “cursed, evil,” and is counted with Zahhak and Afrasiab as one of Iran’s
greatest enemies.

The underlined word “it” in paragraph 2 refers to .................... ‘

1) origin 2) this tradition

3) hero 4) Sasanian Zoroastrians

According to paragraph 2, which of the following is NOT true about ESKANDAR-NAMA?

1) It originates from the Greek Pseudo-Callisthenes tale.

2) It characterizes Alexander as a wise, world-renowned hero.

3) As a collection of later Persian Alexander Romances, it portrays him positively.

4) It shows the unsuccessful integration of the Greek tale in Zoroastrians’ storytelling
tradition.

What does paragraph 2 mainly discuss?

1) Origin and positive portrayal of Alexander in Persian

2) Comparison of Alexander with Iranian heroes of Sasanian court

3) Alexander as Dhu al-Qarnayn in the Islamic religious texts

4) Zoroastrians’ religious beliefs compared with those of the Greeks

Why does the writer mention Zahhak and Afrasiab in paragraph 3?

1) To show how Alexander destroyed the accursed wreckers of the Zoroastrian tradition

2) To explain why Alexander was characterized as a sage and world hero

3) To translate the Pahlavi words gizistag and gujastak in Persian

4) To compare Alexander to Iran’s greatest enemies

Paragraph 3 provides sufficient information to answer which of the following questions?

I. What were the Roman emperors’ attitudes toward Alexander?

I1. How did the Sasanian court and priesthood view Alexander?

I11. In which religion did Alexander believe?

1) Only I 2) Only II

3) Only III 4) I and II
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PASSAGE 3:

Theories about the ‘end of history’ are sometimes thought to be a recent ‘postmodern’
development. However, the idea that history will end is one of the oldest in Western
thought. Of particular importance is the Christian view, which developed in the first
century AD out of Jewish apocalyptic beliefs. [1] By contrast with the ‘circular’ views
of time based on natural cycles that we find in ancient Greek thought, Christian history
was conceived as linear and finite, a one-off narrative with a definite beginning and
end. The linearity of history was essential to the core doctrines of Christianity, as St
Augustine argued in a scathing attack on cyclical theories of history. [2] Augustine
believed that cycles implied pessimism and repetition and that only a linear history
could make sense of hope and redemption (Augustine, 1972, pp. 498-502). Christian
history was the story of God’s purposeful activity from the creation of the world from
nothing to a Last Day of divine judgement. The Christian end of history, which was
called the “parousia’ (meaning the ‘presence’ or ‘coming’), was a complete winding up
of the created order and the imposition of a post-historical age of divine rule. [3]

Although in the modern period the Christian apocalyptic view ceased to be a
dominant cultural myth, it was replaced by a new Enlightenment view of the end of
history as the self-perfection of humanity. From the Renaissance on we see the
emergence of philosophies based on a belief in the human capacity for self-
improvement. Many Enlightenment thinkers (but Hume is an exception) thought that
the human race was on an ascending graph of improvement, that history was
progressing under its own steam towards a logical goal, and that sooner or later a more
or less perfect world-order would be achieved. [4] A number of philosophers, most
notably Karl Léwith and Rudolf Bultmann, have argued that this ‘enlightenment’
belief in progress is in fact merely a secularized version of Christian history.

Which of the following statements can best be inferred from the passage about the “end

of history” theories?

1) The new Enlightenment view of the end of history is circular, so it implies pessimism
and repetition.

2) St Augustine’s arguments protected Christian history against the attacks by new
Enlightenment.

3) Early Jews probably believed in a linear, one-off narrative of history with a definite
beginning and end.

4) The ancient Greek thought has more in common with the Christian apocalyptic view
than with the new Enlightenment.

According to the passage, all of the following are true about the Christian end of history

theory EXCEPT that ......cccvvvenvenn.

1) it could make sense of Christian hope and redemption because it is a cyclical theory
of history

2) the Christian end of history results in a post-historical age of divine rule

3) according to it, the ‘parousia’ is a complete end of the created order

4) as an apocalyptic view, it believes in a Last Day of divine judgement
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23- In which pesition, [1], [2], [3], or [4], can the following sentence best be inserted in the
passage?
For example, Condorcet speaks confidently of a time ‘when the sun will shine only on
free men who know no other master but their reason’.

1) [1] 2) [2] 3) [3] 4) [4]
24-  Which of the following techniques is NOT used in the passage?

1) Comparison and Contrast 2) Definition

3) Classification 4) Humor

25- What is the best title for the passage?
1) Pre-history and Modernism
2) Philosophies of History: Post-history
3) Early Philosophers of History: St Augustine
4) Renaissance and Enlightenment Philosophers
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